


xCAT Remote Flash HOWTO file:///C:/cygwin/home/doc/src/xcat/doc/flash-HOWTO.html 

5.	 Burn to CD-R or CD-RW the file /tmp/mode-type.iso. 

USB keys 

USB keys are built from existing network images. It will be necessary to complete all the steps for building a 
network image. 

NOTE: USB keys have all the same capabilities of PXE network images including network support. 

NOTE: Not all BIOSes will boot USB keys. Verify that USB Legacy support is enabled if you have problems 
booting USB keys. With most IBM BIOSes you can press F12 during boot to select a different boot device 
without having to permanently change the boot order settings. 

NOTE: You will lose all contents on the USB key.  The newly formatted key can still be used from 
Windows and Linux as a USB drive. 

NOTE: Unlike ISO images the RAM disk images are left compressed supporting smaller USB keys. E.g. I am 
using a 8MB (7MB usable) USB key to boot a compressed 33MB HD image. With little effort you can 
manually add additional RAM disk images and a menu to flash any type of system. 

1.	 Follow all the above directions for network images. 

2.	 Put CMOS images in root. If you do not plan to activate the network support, but desire to restore 
CMOS settings, copy the CMOS file(s) to the root of your root.model-type directory. You may have 
rerun bin/mkflash. 

3.	 After your network image is created build the bootable USB key. To do this change to the 
$XCATROOT/install/flash/netdos directory and run bin/mkusbkey with your model-type as its 
only argument. E.g.: 

cd $XCATROOT/install/flash/netdos

bin/mkusbkey model-type
 

E.g.: 

bin/mkusbkey e325-all 

4.	 bin/mkusbkey will prompt for variable changes. It is best to set SIGNAL, REBOOT, SHELL, DUMPCMOS, 
and GETCMOS to no. Just specify the order to flash in. And remember to correctly set the CMOSFILE 
name and have the CMOS file in the root of your root.model-type directory. Unlike ISO images you 
can change the variables in the syslinux.cfg file on root of the USB key. 

Disclaimer 

rflash can create more downtime that it will save. Use with caution and test, test, test. 

Support 

http://xcat.org 
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